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15 November 2011
Ashford company named one of UK’s best
The company, which has invested £15 million on a new factory equipped with the latest technology and processing equipment, was congratulated on the way it has developed its business despite crop shortages, adverse exchange rates and recessionary pressures.

It has also reduced its accident rates, cut its carbon footprint and increased manufacturing efficiency as well as focusing heavily on waste and energy reduction.

Ardo UK sources, freezes and packs frozen vegetables, fruit, potatoes, rice and pasta which it supplies to supermarkets, independent shops, caterers and food manufacturers and employs over 200 people at its Charing headquarters. 

Managing director Stephen Waugh said: “We are delighted that the hard work of all our staff has been recognised in this way. These are challenging economic times but we feel that our recent £15 million investment has been extremely worthwhile and has resulted in a much more streamlined operation. 
“There is a marked increase in the sales of frozen foods – especially fruit and vegetables – as shoppers are realising that there is no waste and that the vitamin and mineral content can be higher than that in fresh or chilled produce.

“With Christmas coming up we are supplying large amounts of frozen chestnuts and cranberries and are very much looking forward to a successful 2012.”
The annual Food Manufacturing Excellence Awards, run by Food Manufacture magazine, is the premier event in the UK food manufacturing calendar. Rick Pendrous, editor of Food Manufacture, said: “The awards recognise the UK’s very best food and drink manufacturing companies, of which Ardo UK is clearly one. We congratulate them on achieving the very highest standards in a very challenging market.”
Ardo UK is part of Ardo, is one of Europe’s largest food companies. Based in Belgium it has 15 production and packing units in eight European countries, supplies over 600,000 tonnes of frozen fruit, vegetables, pasta and rice to 54 countries each year and has an annual turnover in excess of 600 million euros. 
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